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HASHISH! 

Need an exotic hors d'oeuvre for the Friends of the Library reception—Nepalese temple 
balls, perhaps, or a delicate majoon (a cannabis confection)... Just consult this lavishly illustrative 
compendium of all things hashish. Appealing to illicit substance consumers and history buffs 
alike, Clarke traces the hashish story from the earliest times to the present and describes traditional 
methods of collecting cannabis resin and processing the gooey stuff into hashish. Nowhere does 
Clarke advocate breaking the law in pursuit of his subject, so for most libraries this is ostensibly 
history. 

— American Library Association, Booklist, 3/15/98 
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EXCERPT from INDIAN HEMP 
DRUGS COMMISSION REPORT 1893-94 

To the H i n d u the h e m p plant is holy. A 
g u a r d i a n l i ve s in the bhang* leaf. ... To see 
in a d r e a m the l eaves , plant, or water of 
b h a n g is l u c k y ... A l o n g i n g for b h a n g 
foretel ls happ ines s . ... 

B h a n g the cooler is a f ebr i fuge 
[ fever reducer] . . . . It coo l s the heated 
b l o o d , s o o t h e s the o v e r - w a k e f u l to 
s l e e p , g i v e s b e a u t y , a n d s e c u r e s 
l ength of days . It cures d y s e n t e r y and 
sunstroke , clears p h l e g m , q u i c k e n s 
d i g e s t i o n , s h a r p e n s a p p e t i t e , 
m a k e s the t o n g u e of the l i s p e r 
plain , f re shens the intellect, and 
g i v e s a ler tness to the b o d y a n d 
ga ie ty to the m i n d . S u c h are the 
u s e f u l a n d n e e d f u l e n d s f o r 
w h i c h t h e A l m i g h t y m a d e 
bhang . ... B h a n g is a cordial , 
a bi le absorber, an appetiser, 
a p r o l o n g e r of l i fe . B h a n g 
q u i c k e n s f a n c y , d e e p e n s 
t h o u g h t , a n d braces judg-
ment . ... 

T h e H i n d u p o e t of 
Shiva , the Great Spirit that 
l i v ing in b h a n g p a s s e s to the 
drinker, s i n g s of b h a n g as the 
clearer of ignorance , the g iver of 
k n o w l e d g e . N o g e m or jewel can 

*A drink m a d e from mari juana leaves. 

t o u c h i n v a l u e b h a n g t a k e n t r u l y a n d 
reverently. H e w h o dr inks b h a n g dr inks 
S h i v a . T h e s o u l in w h o m t h e sp ir i t of 
b h a n g f i n d s a h o m e g l i d e s into the o c e a n 
of Be ing freed f r o m the w e a r y round of 

mat ter -b l inded self. ... 

B h a n g is the Joy-giver, the Sky-
flier, the H e a v e n l y - g u i d e , the P o o r 
Man' s H e a v e n , the Soother of Grief . . . . 

To f o r b i d o r e v e n s e r i o u s l y 
restrict the u s e of so ho ly and gracious 

a h e r b w o u l d c a u s e w i d e s p r e a d 
s u f f e r i n g a n d a n n o y a n c e a n d to 
large b a n d s of w o r s h i p p e d ascet ics 
d e e p - s e a t e d anger. It w o u l d rob the 
p e o p l e of a so lace in d i scomfort , of 
a cure in s ickness , of a g u a r d i a n 

w h o s e prec ious protect ion saves 
t h e m from the attacks of evi l 

inf luences . ... Like his H i n d u 
brother the M u s a l m a n fakir 
reveres b h a n g as the length-
ener of life, the freer f rom 
the b o n d s of se l f . B h a n g 
b r i n g s u n i o n w i t h t h e 

D i v i n e Sp ir i t . 'We d r a n k 
b h a n g and the m y s t e r y I a m 

H e g r e w p la in . S o g r a n d a 
result, so t iny a sin.' 

—excerpted from J.M. Campbel l ' s 
Note on the Religion of H e m p 
in IHDCR 1893-94. 

Figure 0.1. Historically, no plant has been both praised and villified as has Cannabis. Is it a gift from the Almighty ô  2 
devil-weed? Stylized drawing of Cannabis, the hemp and marijuana plant, by Dave Sheridan. 
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A n d now, borne far through the steaming air floats an odor, balsamic, startling; 

the odor of those plumes and stalks and blossoms from which is exuding freely the 

narcotic resin of the great nettle. 

- A l l e n (1900) from The Reign of Law 

PREFACE 

HASHISH! is a wide-ranging teaching and reference work for Cannabis enthusiasts. 
(Cannabis is the genus name for the marijuana or hemp plant.) The text and illustrations 
include much scholarly information about hashish history and cultures, traditional 
and contemporary manufacture and consumption, new high-tech production 
innovations, and the science of hashish. Personal travels, investigations, observations, 
and research in the underground and above-ground worlds of hashish reinforce 
conclusions based on scholarly evidence. A strong effort has been made to illuminate 
areas of contention and to clarify misconceptions or perceived contradictions. 

HASHISH! investigates natural processes, both ancient and modern, for the growth, 
collection, and purification of Cannabis resin glands, the plant parts that contain the 
psychoactive constituents in hashish. Ultimately, this book is intended for smokers 
blessed with a plentiful supply of Cannabis flowers and who possess a burning desire 
to produce high-quality hashish. HASHISH! will feed the dreams of Cannabis lovers 
waiting for the opportunity to use their new-found knowledge. 

There are no lies in HASHISH! My intention is not to raise false expectations but 
to inspire and to present factual, useful information. Fewer than one in ten who read 
this book have ever smoked and might never smoke truly great hashish, but HASHISH! 
does describe how truly great hashish can and soon will be manufactured. I am 
convinced that homegrown hashish will become the Cannabis craze of the twenty-first 
century. Domestic marijuana production in Western nations, which formerly only 
consumed hashish, rapidly is reaching levels where homegrown hashish production 
becomes economically viable. Eventually, hashish will become the mainstay of 
recreational Cannabis use. My hope is that, within this next decade, high-quality hashish 
once again will be legally available worldwide! 

HASHISH! analyzes and differentiates factual information from Old World folklore 
and hippie folktales. My information comes from many sources: I consulted explorers, 
travelers, scientists, and followers of the Hippie Hashish Trail, which went from Tangiers 
and Ibiza to Istanbul through Iran to Afghanistan, and on to Goa, Delhi, and Katmandu. 
My conclusions are based on historical accounts, counterculture books, and scientific 
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journals, combined with extensive personal travels, interviews, and experiments. Given 
the illegality of hashish-related activities, some sources understandably hesitated to go 
on record. On occasion, readers are asked to accept certain information as fact without 
citation. All first-hand sources deliver information colored by opinion and personal 
agenda. As Kerr (1877) said of his sources, "In Monghyr, [a flat-ganja smoking area] I 
was told that the consumers could not smoke the round sort on account of its greater 
narcotic power. These opinions, I need hardly say, are of no value, formed as they are 
by men biased by old habits and prejudices." 

Travelers of the Hippie Trail and those involved with the less-than-legal aspects 
of the hashish culture left no written records for public perusal. Some sources told 
differing stories when recounting memories of the same experiences. Information from 
these sources was weighed in an attempt to sort out the "truth." Likewise, with customs 
and law enforcement officials who had made forensic investigations, I considered their 
individual biases. 

In addition to tracing the fascinating history of hashish from ancient times through 
the Hippie Hashish Trail of the 1960s and 1970s, HASHISH! offers insights into the 
traditional craft of hashish-making without the use of chemical processes. Nature has 
provided Cannabis with unique glands that contain and secrete potent psychoactive 
resins that contain A'-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). The secret of making high-quality 
hashish is to collect Cannabis resin glands in their purest form. HASHISH! presents the 
information needed to do exactly that. The reader looking for some magical chemical 
formula to "turn garbage into gold" or to make the "world's most potent hash oil" 
should understand that this is NOT a chemistry book. Certainly, much of the information 
will be useful if that is your goal—bad hashish is all too easy to make and all too 
common on the world market. Bad hashish is described in order to expose it for the 
benefit of consumers, and low-quality hashish is described, but its production 
intentionally is not taught in HASHISH!. 

The quality of both marijuana and hashish, and also the availability of hashish 
imported into North America and Europe, have decreased greatly since the 1970s. 
Concurrently, the quality and availability of domestically cultivated Cannabis in North 
America and in Europe have increased steadily in the 1990s. The prices of high-quality 
marijuana and hashish, both imported and domestic, have risen steadily during the 
development and expansion of domestic marijuana cultivation. Unfortunately, 
continuing Cannabis prohibition while market demand remains high, likely means that 
prices will continue to escalate through the 1990s. 

Marijuana and hashish prices will not stabilize until international prohibition ends 
and the use of Cannabis as a recreational drug is once again legal. Prices never drop 
without a surplus. Supplies become restricted when a society prohibits a product of 
high demand and imposes stiff penalties for its production and distribution. Consumers' 
costs rise as distributors' risks and penalties rise. Prohibition has increased profits for 
producers and drug dealers, garnered more funding for law enforcers, and created 
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more victims for incarcerators. But after almost 60 years of effort, prohibition remains 
a counterproductive, destructive, and thoroughly failed policy. 

The primary incentive to produce a quality product comes from Western marijuana 
growers who can command astronomical prices for top-quality sinsemilla. Any 
marijuana and hashish ultimately is salable. The shortage of marijuana and hashish 
relegates product quality to a secondary consideration; even poor-quality products 
find willing buyers. 

It is too expensive for Cannabis consumers in North America and most Western 
nations to buy sufficient quantities of high-quality marijuana to make even small 
quantities of high-quality hashish. Consumers who wish to make hashish have two 
alternatives: either relocate to a Cannabis-growing nation where prohibition is not strictly 
enforced, or risk growing high-quality marijuana at home. Many smokers choose the 
latter despite draconian legal consequences. HASHISH! does not advocate breaking 
any law in pursuit of homegrown marijuana or homemade hashish. 

Unfortunately, most of the world's nations strongly prohibit hashish consumption, 
generally punishing possession of hashish more severely than possession of marijuana. 

Afghan i s t an and Lebanon 
(historical ly bo th majo r 
hashish centers) are embroiled 
in political turmoil. At this 
writing, there are few coun-
tries where Cannabis enthu-
siasts can go to experience 
what remains of the world of 
hash ish . A m s t e r d a m is a 
liberal and tolerant city. This 
a t t i t ude ex tends to a pro-
gressive policy on "soft" drug 
use. As long as there are no 
problems with the neighbors 
and the o w n e r ' s taxes are 
paid, the Dutch government 
largely ignores sales and con-
sumption of marijuana and 
hashish in "coffee shops." 
Literally hundreds of these 
small shops currently operate 
in A m s t e r d a m and many 
other cities and towns in the 
Netherlands. 

Figure 0.2. During the 1970s, hashish was shared openly in the 
bazaars of Afghanistan. Photo by Mingo Spade. 
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Relatively safe acquisition and consumption of Cannabis products are also possible 
in Morocco, northern India, and Nepal. Acquiring and consuming hashish, even in 
these Cannabis-tolerant places, are best done with discretion and consideration for others. 
One is wise to draw as little attention to oneself as possible. Discretion is the better part of 
valor—be cool, don't stand out, and never cause trouble; don't ruin a good thing for 
everyone. In Amsterdam, one can smoke too much when in public and be stoned more 
safely than one can in Morocco or in Nepal. Afghanistan and Lebanon are certainly out 
of the question for a smoker's vacation. 

HASHISH! is a guide for the reader who pursues greater knowledge of the 
wonderful world of hashish, but many questions remain unanswered. May this work 
aid and inspire future explorers in all disciplines of hashish research. 

Figure 0.3. Few Westerners have ever experienced the pleasures of smoking hashish of the highest quality, such 
as this rubbed Manali. 


